
                   

 
 

Green Tips For Book Lovers 

 

I love books. Unfortunately, I don't read as much as I used to, but I always have a book (or ten) on 

my bedside table and a huge wish list of books I would like to read "some day." If you're a book lover 

too, you might find the following green tips for avid readers useful.  

• Borrow instead of buying. Buying a new book feels so good. There's something about the 

touch and the smell of a new book that I find irresistible. But buying new books encourages the 

printing of more books, which is hugely wasteful. Try to limit buying new books to special 

occasions. For your everyday reading, join the local library, an online book rental service such as 

BookSwim, and exchange books with friends. 

• Buy used books. If you must own books, at least try to buy them used. This is not just 

better for the environment – it will also save you money. Used books tend to be ridiculously cheap. 

• Read electronically. Instead of buying physical books, download books from the Internet 

directly to your computer or to a reading device such as Kindle. Many avid readers initially object to 

the notion of giving up physical books, but eventually get used to it and find that it helps them keep 

costs down and reduce clutter in their homes. 

• Recycle your own books. When you’re finished reading a book, instead of placing it on a 

shelf where it will basically sit unused and accumulate dust, offer the book to friends, or donate it to 

a local library or to a bookstore. As a last resort, place paperback books, and the inside pages of 

hardcover books, in the recycling bin. Never toss books in the trash! 

We hope these Green tips have been helpful.  Happy Reading! 
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